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Oregon State University has asked all white faculty to address a mental illness of “internalized 
dominance” and has invited them to a 2-day therapy session with licensed psychologists where 
they will be offered “corrective action”. 
 
In a notice send to all faculty, instructors, and advising staff on April 3, the university’s 
Counseling and Psychological Services unit offered the medical services to “white identity 
professional faculty”. The notice was sent by Michele Ribeiro, a licensed psychologist and 
“certified group psychotherapist” at the university.  
 
At the therapy sessions, the licensed psychologists and group psychotherapists will treat white 
faculty for “internalized dominance”, an attached poster states. The faculty will also be treated 
for “white identity and institutional racism” and the “cycle of socialization” and, as part of their 
therapies, will be asked to “identify ways dominance shows up and how to dismantle oppressive 
systems.” The May 5 and 6 sessions are to be held on campus.  
 
In a statement, OAS President Bruce Gilley called the sessions “racist and offensive”: “The 
planned psychotherapy sessions for white faculty are akin to hate speech and should be 
immediately cancelled,” Gilley said. “They will do nothing to enhance respect and honest 
pluralism at Oregon State and will exacerbate the effects of the deeply divisive ‘equity and 
inclusion’ policies pursued at that institution.” 
 
Contact: 
Dr. Bruce Gilley 
President, Oregon Association of Scholars (Oregon chapter of the National Association of 
Scholars, www.oregonscholars.org) 
Professor of Political Science, Portland State University 
gilleyb@pdx.edu 
503.725.3056 





 


